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PREFACE

Menitoring of land desertification and sandification status and dynamic condition is of
the fundamental work of combating desertification of China. In line with the Desert Preven-
tion and Control Law of the People’s Republic of China, the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD), the State Forestry Administration has organized 5,000
technicians of related institutions to carry out the 5th national desertification and sandifica-
tion inventery monitoring from July 2013 to end October of 2015. Totally 343 million sets of
data from the established 244,600 site survey picture information databases have been
consolidated for analysis of the status and dynamic condition of the desertification and
sandification by 2014,

The monitoring results show that by 2014 the desertification area of China was
2,611,600 square kilometers and the sandification area 1,721,200 square kilometers.
Compared with these in 2009, over 5 years the deserlificalion area decreased by 12,120
square kilometers with annual reduction of 2,424 square kilometers while the sandification
net reduction by 9,802 square kilometers with annual average reduction of 1,980 square
kilometers.

The menitering results indicate that both desertification area and sandification area in
China has shrunk continuously during the three conducted inventories since 2004, Despite
the austere situation of prevention and control, there has been a positive situation featured
by deterioration generally restrained, desertification and sandification acreage decreased
continuously, land function strengthened, obvious achievements made. This bulletin in
accordance with the results of the 5th China National Desertification and Sandification
Inventery Monitoring briefed the latest information of the desertification and sandification
status of China by 2014 for the public to understand the current condition of desertification
and sandification of China, the achievements made and the situation faced for enhanced
confidence and furthered prevention and control efforts to realize improved ecological
situation of the affected areas.
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